Beginnings: Nimmons’n’Braid

If any two people represent the past, present and future of Canadian jazz, it has to be the inspired duo of clarinetist Phil Nimmons and pianist David Braid. 

This album is a debut between 82-year-old Nimmons and 30-year-old Braid, who perform together for the very first time -not only for the first time, but with no rehearsal or previous discussion of what music would be performed.   Recorded live in concert on November 2004, Nimmons sat in St. Paul’s United Church in Dundas, Ontario and began to spontaneously play.  His formal pupil, Braid, gifted with perfect pitch, was quick to join in to complement Nimmons to produce seven improvisations which are abundant in refreshing amounts of melody, harmony and form.

Recorded on one microphone, this album is a rare, unedited representation of acoustic jazz created spontaneously by two Canadian composers separated in age by more that 50 years.

“two seriously-skilled players complement and confront each other as they illuminate terrific techniques and fierce imaginations...”  Toronto Star

"...'Fresh' and 'alive' are perfect descriptions of Beginnings... it is very easy to forget that they are winging it... we experience an old master and a very mature young player working without a net. The very high-quality music they produce quickly engages the listener, pulling her forward as ideas are tossed back and forth and expanded upon. After a few minutes, one no longer wonders, how do they do it?"-instead just allowing this organic, instantaneous creation to happen", ALL ABOUT JAZZ

Nimmons'n'Braid, CD Release, Canadian Tour 2006

Tuesday June 20:
Medicine Hat, AB: Esplanade Art & Heritage Centre

Thursday June 22:
Ottawa, ON: National Arts Centre Studio Theatre

Friday June 23: 
Saskatoon, SK: The Bassment

Saturday June 24:
Winnipeg, MB : Contemporary Dance Studio:

Monday June 26:
Victoria, BC: Metro Studio

Wednesday June 28:
Vancouver, BC: Vancouver East Cultural Centre

Saturday July 1:
Banff, AB: Rolston Recital Hall

Tuesday July 18:
Toronto, ON: Maddon Hall, St.Michael’s College

Friday July 21:
Halifax, NS: Atlantic Jazz Festival, Halifax

Saturday July 22:
St.John’s, NF: Memorial University
